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Thirty-five Years of the Morning Freiheit 

Thirty-five years ago, on April 2, 1922, a significant number 
of Jewish workers in the United States, led by i'Vloissaye Olgin 
and Morris Winchevsky, founded a new Yiddish daily-THE 
FREIHEIT.· 

Thirty-five years! More than a third of a century- the 20th 
century! Is it possible to encompass in a short, or even an ex­
tended review, all the important moments of this period all the 
storms and upheavals, retreats and accomplishments, throughout 
the world and in America, in general life and in Jewish life, 
among the workers generally and among the Jewish workers ill 
particular? - , I 

Thirty-five years ago a new Yiddish newspaper was born. 
This institution was, as its first editorial affirmed, a child of a 
new time that called for new slogans, new demands. In the gar­
ment "markets" of New York, Chicago and other cities, the 
workers raised demands [or a new, militant unionism. The Jew­
ish masses were faced with the necessity of building organizations 
to promote Jewish culture. The slogan current in those post ­
,,yoodrow Wilson years was "Back to normalcy." But life did 
not become "normalized"-at least, not [or long. The years of 
crisis immediately after the first '-Yorld War were followed by 
the Coolidge prosperity-then by the crash of 1929. Then 
came the years of storm and stress, the 3o's, the years of mass 
struggle for unemployment insuran ce, social security; the years 
of anti-nazi strug'gle, the united front and people's (ront; the 
years of the Roosevelt "New Deal." Then the second "Vorld ,,,Tar, 
the terrible. bloody, heroic war against fascism-nazism, which 
was won through the united effort of the United States, the 
Soviet Union and their allies, at the cost of untold millions of 
lives, among them six million Jews. Amidst the upheaval of 
nations and peoples. new socialist states were born. colonies won 
their independence from imperialism, The United Nations was 

The Freiheil was originally an afternoon paper, as were most of the Yiddish newspapCC3 
in the 20'5, On June 17 , 1929 it became a morning paper and the name was changed 
[0 Morni"g l'reih';t. 
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born, amI with its help tbe new sl:Ilc 01 Israel was established. 
D uring- these 35 ye:u s the WO! h i c il a11ged drastically. :\ Unitcd 

States which did ]Jo t (' \C Il \\,:1111. 10 hea l' D\I Il(' Lf' :!gue or aN tions, 
during the post· Wilson years, II OW ' 1IlC15 il.l;c ll , in this age of the 
A LOJil and Hydrogen nomb, 111 tile lead ul l he: so-called Free 
'Vorld w iLh bases in mOlC thun 70 COU I1U ies u ll c\cry continent, 
;lIId TIIilitary pacts with tll an> l Ol lTI tries. The: sudalist world in 
I !):! ~ (.omi,lcd o [ the you ng '\()det Union under the leadership of 

~n in . Today it ellcompasses a third of mankiud and lJa~ ~rown 
in to a wOlld s()ci alj ~ t system. T he [errncnt in tlte fonner 
colonin l world contin ues; the struggle 101' independellce rever­
berates in Asia and AfriGl. 

A Period of Historic Developments 
\Ve live in a period at tremendous, world-embracing, historic 

dcvelopllleuts; a period of change, of transi tion, of soul-searching. 
In the soci;;J! is t wolld a new era ot change was opened by the 
20th CongTess of the Sovie t COlnlll u nist Parry in February, 1956. 
The events in Poland antI H Ullgm' ) were signs or this change_ 
What is, what sho il id be the role of the I\ IORNING FREJHElT in 
the unfolding of these e\'ellls? 

In th e cOllrse of i ts 35-year exis tence, the ~rORNING FR ElIlElT 
bas had one aim- to sent:: the Jewish masses in America and the 
,\lIlerican people in general, to stim ulate their forward move­
ment to a better life. I\O t a ~i ll glc signiJicllnt event or trend in 
Jewish or general li fe was alien to the MORNl. NC FREIHETT. It 
\, as a "iL'l1cSS to grea t strugg les du ring these :15 years, and often 
part icipated i p them and made i ts own contribution. The MORN­

ING FIUOI IIFIT wa~ <I banner-hearer 0 1 the aroused Jewish workers 
for a l1 ew, mi li lallt unionism ; ill t.hc struggles which led to in­
dustrial u nion ism , [() the bi rth of the CI O, to the histone uni­
fi ca tioll 01 the I G-m j Ilion-st rong trade lI nion 1110\ emen t. The 
i\I o RI\ING FRLl1WJ'l was a dynamic force in the upswing of Yid­
cli5h cul lil re-heginll ig with we establishment of choruses and 
orchestras, chi ldren 's schools, workers' clu bs, unt il the founding 
of tIlC YKUF and the establishment o[ that splendid organiza­
tion of the ./ewish ntaSse:s in o ur coullU-y-thC J ewish People's 
' n ttcrnal Order. T he MORN!.l\ G F RJo.lnVI r weill along with the 
mas,es on the h ll llgCl'-mal ches, in the struggles for unemploy­
mellt illsu rance and social scwr ity, ill the fighl: against auti­
Semitism in Ailler.ica , in the anti- lla ti struggles, in the struggles 

against pogroms in :Hitler Germany and Pilsudski Poland. It 
played its part in the Second ''''odt!. 'War, to safeguard America 
and to se(Urc thc fUlure of the Jewish people. It was the fIrst 
Yiddish newspaper to ra ise the slogan tha t only the UN could 
solve the Palestine proLlelll, and par ticipated actively in the 
1I10velllen t which led to thc birth of the State of Israel. In the 
held of Jewish reconstruction, first in the farm colonization in 
tbe Soviet Union-through IKOR, AMBIDJ AN. and later, after 
tlte war, in Poland, I !>rae1 aml ol.her coun tries, the )'yIORNING 

FREIHEIT fulhlled it<, modest Tole, 

New Times-New Slogans 
I t is impossible to enumerate every area in which the MORN­

ING FREIHErT made its courribution. It served the people witbout 
sliut, it always responded LO tile needs of the d ay. It could no t, 
therdore, work u llder petdfied slogans. T he slogans of the 30S 

for a ulli te:d frOllt and people's front were different from those 
in the 20'S, or those itmlledi ately following the October R evolu­
tion. Likewise, in the war years, wben people of var ious classes 
workecl togethcr, the slogans WI.TC di ffere n t. Yet, the MORNiNG 

FREWElT relllained faithful throughout to its fun damental posi­
tion, thc po~iti()11 o[ O lg in and \Vinche\'sky, Debs ~lTld Hey­
wood, that in socialism :l lone was the ultimate solution for all 
peoples, including the Jews. I t holds (ast to the progressive tradi­
lions of Alllerica and the best traditions of the Jewish people. 
But a people's newspaper like the MORNING FIU.IHEJT must carry 
forward slogans which mobilize tbe masses for a better Today 
and thereby lay the fou ndat ions for a be tter Tomorrow. If we are 
to cvaluate the \\'ork of the MORNING FREIHEIT and its objectives 
ill the pres en t and tlte immediate fu ture, we need to unders tand 
our per iod in order to de termine the slogans th at our period 
demands. 

Peace--The Issue of Everybody 

\Vc live ill a g rave rnO\ emellt of history. The struggles in our 
OWII country, the even ts in the 1\{iddle EaJ>t and the role which 
\Vashing-ton has 1I0W undertaken to play in that area, the unrest 
ill Hungary, all ell1pha~ize tha t peaceful co-existence is the cen­
tlal qllestion of ollr time. Upon the realization of co-existence 
depend tlte outLOme of the stl'ugg]e aga inst reaction, the struggle 
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against anti-Semitism and racism, for beller working conditions, 
the development of culture, for illlproving the welfare of the 
people, as well as the struggle to secure the State of Jsrael. All 
these struggles arc illextricably hound up with and are stations 
on the way to end the colt! war, to achieve disarmament, 
to stop hydrogen hornb experi fllents, in short, the fight for peace 
amI co-existence. 

These arc the mo~ t vital issues for the people, irrespective 
of poli tical opiuion. Success ill these struggles requires the ever­
greater mobilization of the masses, an ever-broader approach to 
the problems of the people. 

Experience pro\"es that the Alllerican people, despite political 
immaturity and the absence of a party of the laboring masses, 
have more or less understood the nature of the problems which 
confront them at this moment. Twice in recent years, in 1952 
alld in 1956, the American people elected Eisenhower on a Re­
publican ticket and at the saUle time have voted in a Democratic 
Congress. The majority of the American people hope through 
Congress to maintain the gains of the New Deal, and through 
Eisenhower to maintain the peace. "Vhether this is the correct 
way to achieve these aims is another question. But the votes 
went, i II large measure, for slogans and for candidates, not for 
partics. That is why there were so many "split tickets." 

These developments, ill some respects unprecedented ill 
American history, reveal a certain independence on the part of 
the voters. They result from the present political situation, the 
[ear of war, as well as the fact tlld t for the hrst time the trade 
union lTl.ovelllent is unified in an army of over 16 million-a 
powerful force that is as yet 1I1Orc potential than actual. This 
independence may force the two nlajor parties, especially the 
Democratic, to be ever more responsive to the voters, or it may 
in time drive the voters to seek a new party. The progressive 
elements can help the American people solve such problems, 
provided they are closely linked with the people- without giving 
up their own principles and opinions. 

It needs to be recognized that the insignificant number of votes 
cast in 1956 for the parties which campaigned under the slogans 
of socialism-about 55,000 out of 62 ,000,000-does not mean that 
the traditions of Debs and Heywood have disappeared. It means 
only, I would sa)" that today, in a time of the atom bomb, the 
questions of existence or non-existence have taken first place for 
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the masses, and the advocates of socialism have, again, as they 
did in Roosevelt's day and many of them during the war, found 
it necessary to be with the masses, to influence them, rather than 
being separate from them. 

Together with many followers of socialism, the l\lORNING 

}<"REHEIT is participating in the task of helping \0 mobilize ever­
broader sections of the people in the struggle to safeguard 
America and to secure the well-being of the American people. 

At this moment, efforts arc being made to warm up the Cold 
"Var. By the Eisenhower doctrine American imperialism is seek­
ing to replace British and French imperialism in the l\/Iiddle 
East. To some extent, the war danger has grown. Monopoly has 
taken the offensive and is trying to hold and take over the re­
sources of the former colonial countries. _<\t home, monopoly 
opposes attempts at maintaining and improving the well-being 
of the American people. It is necessary to mobolize ever greater 
numbers of the American people against the monopolies and 
the war-inciters. 

The MORNING FREIHEIT stands firmly in the camp of peace. 
''''e emphasize this fact proudly, although we regret that the 
same is not always true of all Yiddish newspapers. If only (or 
its role in the fight for peace, it is clear how vital the MORNING 

FREIHEIT is. But many more immediate problems, as we shall see, 
also heighten the necessity of the paper's existence. 

The Fight Against Anti-Semitism 
Events that quickly followed the Geneva su mmit conference, 

particularly the blows against McCarthyism, showed that the 
struggle for peace is closely tied to the struggle against reaction. 
There were, of course, other forces acting, not the least of which 
was the united labor movement. Prog-ressives " Iso made a COll­

tribution toward the fight against l\IcCarthyism. Rut the strong­
est influence was Geneva. Thanks to the Geneva spirit a number 
of people such as Norman Thomas, A. J. Muste and others, in­
cluding rabbis, ministers, artists and scientists, renewed their 
opposition to the Smith act and the McCan'an Act. In recent 
months, however, the impetus of Geneva has been weakened and 
great residues of McCarthyism have remained. The Eastlands 
and the 'Valters still rave; the McCarran-'Valter Act and the 
Smith Act are still law. 

The American people, especially the Jewish masses, who know 
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from experience what a bil.Ler enemy rea ction is, still face im­
portant tasks. An ti-Semitism is sti ll b l"i ng u ncovered in the col­
leges, in compan ies which refuse to lure Jews. in the activities 
of the State Department, in the e(£ects of the McCarren-Walter 
Law. The MORNING F RETIIEIT is constaJ1tly on the <lIen to the 
fight agaimt anti-Semitism and plays a special role in this fight 
among lit e Yidd ish newspapers. T he F Rlo.Jlflo:rr does nOl look for 
anti-Semitism where it J oes not e.xist. Bm it does no t close its 
eyes to all sorts of evils. least of all those which plague the Jew­
ish people. It holds that the Jewish people have, and mnst have, 
allies in this fight- allies among the American people generally 
and among the. Negro r eop le in parlicubr. It needs a consistent 
struggle against America's "Nuremberg Law," the IVlcCarran­
"Talter act, it figh ts for the rights and interests of the foreign­
born . 

The MORNING F RE IHEIT itself is an " in teres ted party" in this 
struggle. It should surprise no one that i ts writers and workers 
are perseclI ted undei· the "Nuremberg" law. Reaction 
knows that the FREl RY.lT is- i n its rnodest way- an instrument 
agains t it. Large sections of the Jewish masses understand this, 
too, and they fi ght therefore, to defe nd the paper, to defend its 
writers and staIl workers whom reaction seeks to deport or 
denatUralize. 

The Struggle of the Negro Masses and Jewish Leaders 

T he struggle of the Negro people for fu ll q uality is closely 
tied to tIle fight against anti-Semitism. But the MORNING FRElHUT 

is responsi\e to the struggles in the South against segrega tion 
and LO all acts of , iolence against Negroes also because of the 
tremendous significance wbich the historic struggles o[ tbe Negro 
people, toge ther with the progressive white elements, have for 
0111' counu"y as a whole. 

vVc cannot too often emph asize that reaction in the United 
State will not be defeated so long as the Dixiecrats and the racists 
of the Eastland type rule the South. Reaction both in the South, 
in the Repu blican Part" an d in Congress depends on them. The 
victories of the N egro masses in the South in the struggle against 
segregation in the schools and public places are hel ping to break 
the stranglehold of the Dixiecrats. Mon tgom ery and similar 
places have become the fTont lines of the forward march of all 
Americans! TIle struggles of the Negroes are an inspiration in 
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the fight for all civil rights <wd against racism, including anti­
Semitism. The fight of the l\egru masses is of historic significance 
lor all America. It is the figllt of all decem Awericall~ and the 
Jewish lllasses among thelll. 

In the str uggles against segrega tioll, Jewish org'anizatiolls have 
taken a positive position. 1\ otwithstanding the [act that on many 
issues in fore ign affairs and ill American Jewish life itself, most 
Jewish organil ations unfortun ate ly Lake positions which are far 
[rom progressive or even liueral, they play an important positive 
role Oil many domestic issues. Even the .\.merican J ewish Com­
mittee takes posiLYe position:., as it does on the "filiuuster" issue 
in the Senate. 

'There has been much ujscuSSiOll in recent years about the 
social "restratificatiou" ot American J e\\'s and the consequent 
shrinking of the J(;wish working class. l\lauy have conduded 
that significant sections of American Jewry would therefore go 
over to reaction. U llquestion<loly, on the Co ld \\Tar and even the 
rearmament of ''''estern Germany, many Jewi~h leaders take 
positions close to those of reaction. Bu t On the Cold vVar, un­
fortunately , one also !iucls leaders who speak. in the name of the 
workers taking similar positions. Yet, Oll domestic issues, as we 
said before, the leaders of Jewish orgaJliza tions often take a 
progressive ~ tand. 

Among the Jewish petty-bourgoisie, anti even alTlOng certain 
tipper middle class clements there e.xists some understanding of 
the danger which reaction, lIot to speak oI Iascislll represeIlts 
for the J ewish peop le. And although J ews ill general are not im­
mune to whi te ciUluviniSIlI, and cen ain elemen ts among Southern 
Jews arc found among [he segrega tionists or are "neutral" in the 
struggle, most Jewish na tional organizations are taking part in 
the fight for Negro rights . .Especially is this true o[ the Amelican 
.Jewish Congress. the Hadassah, and La a certain extent the Bnai 
Brith and Ami-Defamation League. The Jewish Labor Commit­
Lee, too, which is led by r igh t-wing Social-Democrats, lmU1), in the 
Cold \Var camp. had in th e past few yean a credi Lable record 
011 the q uestion of Negro rights. 

But it remains necessary to show the Jewish masses, including 
the members and leaders or these organiza tions, the close con­
nections of foreign a lTairs with domestic, that i t is impossi ble to 
fight reaction efieclively without fi gh ting ag-aU1S t the Cold vVar. 
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There Is a Jewish Proletariat 
~ 

When one speaks of the restratification of American Jewry, 
the impressioLl is sometimes created that all Jews, or almost 
all, are "prosperous," or even in the class of big business. The 
fact is that there are al mos t a million .Jewish workers and em· 
ployees in America, among them significant section of workers 
in the shops and iacLOrics. If one includes the large number of 
sell-employed artisans who labor hard and long for their living, 
one sees the Jews in t.he maiu, as toiling people, many of whom 
are progressive Americans. 

The ?V[ORNING IREIlIEIT was founded 35 years ago mainly by 
workers in the shops and factories in stubborn struggles for a 
"better union." The Jewish working·class, especially in New 
York, bu t also in other cen ters, still forms the basis for the 
MOR~ING FREUl£l1'. At the same time that the Freiheit concen­
trates on the role of the Jewish toilers, it also addresses itself to 
the role of the Jewish middle-class which is anti-fascist and an 
enemy of reaction. Many lower middle class Jews are permeated 
with socialist :md working class traditions. 

The MORNING FREIHEIT was founded by the working people 
and is today oriented upon them, their interests and their strug­
gles. The declaration issued by the FREIHEIT on the eve of its 
lounding, committed it to g'o Ollt among the Jewish workers, in 
the shops and unions, to clarify their problems and fight together 
with them [or clean, honest, progressive unionism and better 
conditions. The paper has relllained trlle to this pledge through­
out the years. HOWeVel", the possibilities were not al·ways equally 
favorable and the paper did not reach the workers in the shops 
under the same conditions. 

Ties With the Workers in the Shops 

In the early yean these conditions were largely favorab le. 
Needle trades workers, painters, carpenters, bakers, and other 
proletarians, were fed up with bureaucracy and even gangsterism 
which then dominated cenain unions. The workers welcomed 
OLlr outcry against betrayal and other evils. The slogans of our 
paper were widely echoed. \Vorkers streamed into the editorial 
offices with stories about what was going on in their shops and 
unions. Many wrote their own stories. Often, leaders of the pro-
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gressive groups in the unions participated ill "getting out the 
paper." 

This close tie between the FREIHEIT and the workers in the 
shops was very helpful in the stormy battles which led to 
the Joint Action of the cloak and dress makers in 1925 and to 
the victorious strike of the furriers in 1926. "Vi thou t the FREIHEIT 
the struggles and the achievemen ts would perhaps not have been 
possible. The gangsterism which had run amuck among the 
furriers and painters, the shady characters who lorded it over 
the bakers and shoe-workers were cleaned out. In all these strug­
gles for the workers, the FREIHEIT did its share, striving always 
for the unity of workers of all tendencies. 

In recent years the contact between the l\IORNING FREIHEIT 
and the workers in the shops has unfortunately been weakened. 
This is largely because the number of Jewish workers in the 
needle trades and other trades has declined. The majority of the 
workers in these trades are 1I0W proletarians of other nationalities. 
\ ·Ve should be careful not to fall into errors to which this devel­
opment could easily lead. In the needle-trades shops, as well as 
in others, there are many tens of thousands of Jewish work­
ers. Our orientation upon the workers in the shops persists. More­
over, problems have now COllIe to the fore in the needle trades 
which emphasize the n eed for the NIoRNI NG FREIHDT and th'2 
necessity for broader contact with the work ers. The great 
early historic strikes and stmggles in the needle trades won for 
the workers in these trades some of the highest wages in the 
coun try. Hut today, when the unions in the needle-trades are rich 
and powerful, conditions in the shops have become worse, and 
the wages an~ very br from the highest in American industry. 
The iH01<;':ING FREIIIEfT therefore needs to write about the work­
ing condi tions, wage cutting', determi nation of piece-rates, etc., 
and prm e this by examples [rom th is or that shop. 

Rut we meet dilficulti es in gailJing the necessary close can. 
tact. ''''hile the mailed Est is no longer present, there is the ter­
ror of red-baitillg. l\-Jany workers fear that if they reveal what 
is happel1ing in the shop, th ey will be victimized. Man), rank­
and-file ullion leaders who used to write often for our paper, 
now 00 so seldom or !lot at all. At the same time our staff has 
been cut. Ollr staff me1lJbers themselves si mply have not the pos­
sibility of going into the shops to investigate conditions. This 
makes it increasingly difficult for the MORl'l ING FREIHEIT to main­
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tain contact with the \\101 kers in the shops. But we cannot under 
any circum st an ces give up this contact. ,Ve must take steps to 
establish and strengthen it. It will therefore be necessary to call 
a sper ial con ference wi th lI uion leaders and shopworkers to con­
sid el and :.olve this problem. 

Socialism, Jewishness and Dimitroy' s W arning 

It is vital for the .Tewish workers to h e a part of, and leave 
their mark on Jewish life i n the United States. If some people 
think that a concelO fOT J ew ish problems conflicts wi th the class . 
struggle, then I would say that this , iew is primitive and false. 
Mechanically separating "J ewu,hness" and the struggle for so­
cialism, or tbe question which one takes priority are similarly 
false approaches. Those w ho argue Ior tlus separa tion do not see, 
perbaps, how they u nwiLtingly carry over the elTOneOl1S theories 
of certain pioneers of the East Side in N ew York, who con­
sidered the building of J ewish schools or the work for Jewish 
culture in general. as " chau vinism_" 

The working class is the backbone of the people. Is it possible 
tha t any thing of concern to the people should not concern the 
working class and its progressive sections? Is the fight against 
anti-Semitism not also its figh t? 15 the culture of Peretz and 
\ 'Vinchevsky, which grew li p under the aegis of the labor move­
ment, which was supported by the work ing masses, not a matter 
of concel n to the worker? .A.lltl not the worker "too," but him 
irst of all? Or, is he not concerned with th e Sta te of Israel-a sub­

ject which the people, and rigtl1fully 50, is in terested in? And 
wha t abOll t tJ1e progressi ve traditions of our people-from the 
Prophets to the social is t pioneers, from the M accabees to the 
Ghetto figh ters . frolll th e figh ters against the sweatshop to the 
(lTIlj-nazis in th e 19305, to th e peace-fighters of our own day? Who 
is a better exponent of these tr,lditions than the worker? 

\I\' (! need to reca ll Dimirrov's warning in the 'thi r t ies that 
many m ili tant work.ers had adopted a false attitude to national 
tradjti om aud natiollal heroes. T hey had a llowed fascism, he 
sa id, to make use of these tradi ti ons. One of the " infantile dis­
orders" of Ib e earl ier ATDt:) iran sociali~ t movemen l was i ts nega­
t ive a lli tude tOwards the fnthen of our country, to \Vashington, 
TOI l! Pa ine, Jeffel"son a ou. Lincoln, and to th e flag which em­
hodies Anlerica n trad ition , Lhe Hag of tlle Ulli ted States. In the 
Jewish socialist movem ent this infantile disorder was manifested 
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in a negation of Jewish na tional and progressive traditions; the 
movement suHered from assimilat ioniSllI, from a sort ot primitive 
internationalism. ]f remnants of this approach remain and if 
progressives, especially Jewish workers, do not therel'ore interest 
themselves in Jewish alfairs, these rem nants should be combatted. 
Insofa r as the MORN INI; FRLll-n:1T contr ibu tes to the ex posure of 
tbese false ideas, it makes an important cOlllributions, a special 
contribution, it seems to me. It is undeniably necessary that the 
Jewish workers pia} a significant part in American J ewish life. 

More C ontent in J ewish Life 

\Ve mu~t cond uct a struggle for a healthy Jcwi~h life here 
Ul America. 

In recent months we have heard warn ings abollt the dangers 
threatening J ewish life here. At the ''''orld Zionist Congress i ll 
J erusa lem, last April D1"_ Nahum Goldmann used Lhe word 
"facade" to describe J ewish life in Americ:1. This life has an im­
posing' "front," behin d whic11 is barrenness_ The Zioni sts and 
other elemen ts were aroLlsed by Dr. Goldmano's challenge an(l 
began to talk about build ing J ewish lif e h ere. \ IVC shall not now 
embark on the question as to whether it is possible for tbose who 
regard life in the U .S. as "Exile" to build upon a solid founda­
tion. Rut Dr. Goldmann 's a larm was jus tified_ vVe too must 
raise the alann among the Jewi!>lt workers, an d especially among 
the plogressh'e .Tell's, about th e d angers which threaten the 
American J ewi:;h comm unity. 

Some Zionists have begun to ~ay that the "lhere"- I,rael­
must not owxrid c or ll u llify th e wor k herr: at home. In a certai n 
sense th e progresshe Jewi~h elemen ts h ere also SII Crel fl'om an 
orientation 0 11 h appenings arret ting Jews outside oll r COll ntry. 

In 1956 the tragedy of Jewish culture in tIl e Soviet U n ion 
was laid bare. "Ve will deal wi th th is matter in greater detail 
later. 1\OL because we thin k thi s question is less importan t-by 
110 1I1eans! Rut if our Jewish life here in America is not to go un 
declin ing-a process which will, in a sense, weaken the work w 
do here [or the other side- then we must first of all, every single 
one of LIS, basi cally re\' ise OUT approach to the work that must 
be dOlle bel c, the work of b u ilding a progressive Jewi ~h cul Lw-e, 
of revivif) ing the progTessiYe Jewish commun ity. 

These task~ are even ll l() re pres~ing now bec3.\I!ie an increas­
ing !lumher of " theoretici;ll1s" fl1;l i lltain th;.Il the Jews are onl~ 'I. 
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religious group and that Jewish identity consists solely in belong­
ing to a synagogue or congregation. These "theoreticians" 
emerged particularly during the attack of l\IcCarthyism, when 
reaction greatly damaged cultural life. Intellectuals were perse­
cu ted; cultural workers were placed under suspicion; all sorts 
of obscurantism appeared. This "way of life" was also applied 
to the Jewish scene. 

The Role of Progressive Organizations 

Reaction succeeded in destroying the largest organization 
which progressive Jews in America had built - the Jewish 
l'cople"s J'raternal Order- an organization which had been a 
signi ficant force in Jewish life in this country. Directly and in­
directly, uy its example, it helped to nurture Jewish culture 
and brought its OWI1, sometimes dynamic, tone into the Jewish 
community. This organization fell victim to the cold war and 
J'o'IcCarthyite reaction . A void was created in Jewish life which 
has not been filled to this day. 

It is the opinion of the MOR~ING FREIHEIT that, in order to 
keep ali"e progressive Jewish traditions, to build Jewish culture 
and to bring significant content into Jewish life generally, the 
organizations which fulfill these functions must be safeguarded, 
built and strengthened, The clubs and societies which, by coor­
dinated work, have made a beginning in this direction, must be 
built and strengthened. In addition to fulfilling their fraternal 
functions, they should exert an ever-greater influence in the 
building of Jewish culture- which includes building the prog­
ressive Jewish press. 

The MORNI:'oIG FREIIIEIT, led by its unforgettable editor, Mois­
saye Olgin, took an active part, together with others, in building 
the YKUF (Yiddish Kultur Farband) and Yiddish reading cir­
cles. Soon after the birth or the FREIHDT the choruses and or­
chestras were born and flourished under its influence. Through 
the years the paper helped to build the children's schools, which 
are the basis for continuity in Jewish life. The MORNING FREI­
HEIT projects as its vital duty to give: utmost help to these and 
other organizations, 

All these organizations are by no means as strong' as they 
should and (()uld be. Progressive Jewish elements possess the 
forces which could prevent the shules, the YKUF, the Jewish 
Music Alliance, etc., from remaining" in the difficult situation in 
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which they now lind themselves. These groups must be strength­
ened organizationally-more lIlemuers in the reading circles, 
more singers in the choruses, more children in the schools, more 
members [or the clubs and societies. The Jewish masses have the 
forces to realize this. But first the conviction must be established 
that we must turn our face toward America, to Jewish life here. 
Second, it must be understood that the building of Jewish life 
and .T ewish culture is in no way contradictory to the struggle for 
progress. On the con trary! Progressive Jews can best help this 
struggle when they strive to exert an influence among the mil­
lions of Jewish people in our country. 

Jewish Cultural Work in English 

'Ve must seek by all means to strengthen our Jewish culture 
in Yiddish. At the same time it is imperrllissable to overlook the 
fact that the overwhelming majority of the Jews in America 
speak English. This is a fact, no matter how it is interpreted. 
Among these English-speaking .T ews are our children, the new 
generation. Jewish cultural work in English is extraordinarily 
important in the struggle for a healthy Jewish life. Others are 
already extensiyely working along these lines. 

Jewish cultural work in English is, of course, the work of 
English speaking people. Yet a special responsibilit), falls upon 
Yiddish-speaking Jews. They have more experience in cul­
tural work. By cooperation between Yiddish-speaking and Eng­
lish-speaking J ews, cultural traditions will be transmitted in.<1 
living manner to the new generation. 

vVith this in mind the MORNING FREIHEIT over a year ago 
added an English page to its Sunday edition. This was in fact 
an English column in the FREIllFiT. During the war veal'S we ran 
a ren~wal of an old tradition. For year~ Olgin himself wrote 
a special Sunday supplement in English. It is possible that our 
present English section will have to be expanded. This will de­
pend on the way the present English section is used, and how 
well it is circulated among English-speaking readers. 

An important task in the field of Jewish cultural work is to 
help the progressive journal Jewish Life. It should be pointed 
out that the very existence of this magazine, endangered many 
times in recent years, is now in question. Yiddish-speaking prog­
ressive Jews, for the reasons we have stated, and indeed, in order 
that their own children may properly understand Jewish prob­
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]ems, cau be or great help in sLrengthening lhis magazine and 
securi llg its exi~tcnce. 

J 'he slogau of the Mu!{,'I<uIoic; FIU.f1U.IT is: BROA DEN THE 
FRO,\T OJ, J EW iSH CLL rURAL WORKI W e must not allow 
lIte progressive trad itions of OlU d assical writers and thinkers to 
we.. [ lw t is \\ h Y Ll,c progres&i \'c organizations are so necessary 
for the J c'wish people-to help bring beauty and cOlltent into 
Jewish liie. For lhis 1 :!aSUll progressi vc. Jews and their organiza­
lions lllU.>l not be separa led alld isolatet! fro111 other sections of 
the Jewish people. 

Striving Toward Unity 

COlltacts belween 1C' \'5 of \ al'iOllS political views need to be 
broadeued in the inLeres t of pe"lcc, dc1eat of German rearmament, 
instItu tion o f p eace negotia tions beLween Israel and the Arab na­
lions, Ule &lruggle agaiust tlle .i\i<.Carran-\1\'alter law, against 
~(;grega Lion, elc. \ \ e poimed ou t above tha t the work of such 
organila liom :is the :\ lIleriC<l1l Jewish Congress, Hadassah, B'nai 
B'tiLlt , is o1Len 01 a po, itive character. Such work deserves to be 
supported . 

T his COIlllllOll work among broat! sections of the people does 
no t mean, of co urs~ , that people of \·aryil1g tendencies give up 
the ir principlt::~ or theiI organiutions in the p rocess. COllllllon 
eLiOlts arc possible on the basil, of uni ty 0 11 COOl1l10n objectives. 
At ule same lime cach OIlC respects the other's opinions. Only ill 
L.his way Gi n the millions 01 Jew.> in _\ merica Le mobilized for 
a ullillCU figlH Oil the tasks wlllLh conIrom lhclll. 

ProgressIve people tIo nOL give up Lheir principles any more 
than other groups do so when they engage in com mon 3 <..t icJIlS. 

..B ut .it is the opinion of the: l\lOJb"l INC; FltElHEIT Lhat adherence to 

p rinciple docs not Illean sectaJ ianis l11, a p heHomenon which ex­
i~ted in the past a1ll011g progressives, and whid l stiI1 exists here 
and thele. Sectarianism occurs when we raise slogans which are 
not on the orde.r of the day, or when we ui!>play a totally nega­
tive attitude toward other people because their principles and 
beliefs do n ot agree wiLll OUI'S. Sucll aui LUd es destroy the pos­
sibilities o f establisi.hng tics f OI' united actions. 

'1 he figh t of the l\lORl'l1"G Fru::n-rEIT for a secular Jewish life 
in , \.mcrica and [or progressive Jewish cLl ltLire does not mean 
a fight against religion, or against religiOlls people merely be­
cause of their beliefs. Nor does it mean that the MORNING FREl­
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HElT, because of its posl llon toward Israel, or because of its 
opposition to Zionism, should lead a fight against Zionists in 
matters concerning war ant! peace, lor ins tallce, llIereJy because 
of their Zionist beliefs. It is possible and necessa1')', as experience 
has show11, to calT}' on unitet! actions WiLh religious J ews or 
with iionit J cws [or common objectives. 

Distinctions Between Zionists and Zionists 

On the question of Zion ism, the J\[ORI\ INC Frum-IUf, as well 
as progressives generally, have made serious errors. ,\ e reject the 
libel, of co ursc, that ill J9~ 9 the MORNING l ' RElIJ£lT supportet! 
the anti-Jewish pogroms ill Palestine. 1. h is charge is reminiscent 
of the accusations against the Jews in P ilsudski Polant!-that 
they used to carry out pogroms agamst themselvesl But it is true 
that sectarian siogans were advanced; that correct positions were 
ineptly formulated. It is a lso true that a t that li Ine and for a 
long time afterward, a sU'uggle was wageu against Zio ni!>ts in 
geneml, wiLhout distinguishiIlg between one Zionist faction and 
another, between one Zionist leader and a l1oliler. T he same 
stamp was aHi:-.ed to every th ing: ·'Imperialism." 

There is no question that from the ver y beginning of the 
Zionist movement, man y spokesmen or poli lical Zionism coop­
erateu with im perialism or let thcmselves be used by it. Bu t it is 
just as certain that the masses of foll owers of the Zionist move­
[nent in old Russia and P ilsudski Poland saw in Zionism a way 
out of their woeful lot and thought it held a solution for the 
Jewish people. Events h ave shown tha t our position-that Zion­
ism can not solve the p roblews of the ./ ewish people-was alJd 
remains correct. T ha t is anoilier tlucstioll. Bu t tIte feel ings and 
convictions of the masses o[ Zionist followers, e\en if they are not 
well-founded, must, we believe, be taken into cons idera tion. 
These were masses of people who were being oppressed! 

There are leaders iJ1 thc American Zionis t ll10vemcnt who pre­
leI' to work wi th American imperialism and wh o kecp repeating 
Ihat Israel is an "outpost of the \Vest" upon which \Vash ington 
can rely. This position, which is clangerons for the Jewish people 
as well as for the State of h rael i t ~clf, must be com batted. But the 
masses who follow the Zionist movement arc less concernet! with 
political Zionism as such than they arc wilh helping Israel. Many 
of them are not invol ved in the b uild ing of Jewi~h culture in th is 
country, either in English or Yiddish or Hebrew, and seek in 
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Zionism an expression of Jewishlless, of identification with the 
Jewish people. The .i\JORNING FREIHEIT disagrees with identifica­
tion in these terms but that is hardly a reason for being antagon­
istic to these Jewish masses. 

In the Zionist movement there are reactionary and chauvinist 
tendencies, such as the Herut movement, and there are more or 
less progressive tendencies opposed to the Cold 'Var, even if this 
opposition is not completely consistent or is passive, like the 
Hashomer Hatzair. One can believe, as does the MORNING FREI­
HEIT, that the complete orientation of these groups on Israel de­
ters the building o[ a healthy Jewish life in America. One can 
show, as docs the MORNING FREIHEIT, that Zionism and the ex­
istence of the State of Israel do not solve the problems of the 
Jews in the lands in which they live. Actua lly, American Zionists 
have largely rccognized this lact and l1ave given up "Kibbutz 
Galuyot"- ("ingathering of the exiles"). But all this belongs 
in the sphere o[ differences of opinion, of conflicting principles, 
and should not express itself in antagonism. 

That it is possible and necessary to work together not only 
with the masses of Zionists, but with their leaders, was proved in 
the case of Andre Blume!, leader of the French Zionists, and by 
the role he played in the fight against German rearmament. 
13lumcl was chairman of the 'VorId Jewish Conference Against 
German Rearmament in Paris in 1955. Sidney Silverman, British 
Labor MP, also took part in this JI1ovemcnt. Here in America, 
the voice of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver is often heard on the side 
of peace and co·existence, even if 110t always in a consistent man­
ner. The position of Dr. Nahum Goldmann [or neutralism and 
peace between Israel and her neighbors is often one which 
should be supportee by nOll-Zionists. 

The MORNING rRElHLlT has learned [rom these experiences 
and believes that the approach which regards Zionism as some 
kind of international conspiracy or world menace is incorrect 
and destructive. To repeat, it is nccessary to distinguish between 
one Zionist tendencv and another, between leaders and followers 
and also between o;le leader and another. It should be kept in 
mind that together with a number of religious leaders, many 
Zionist leaders in America have played a positive role in the 
fight for civil rights, against segregation, against the McCarran­
vValter Law, and even against the Smith and McCarran Acts. 
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Position on the State of Israel 

In our report to the .MORNING FREIHEIT convention five years 
ago, it was stated: "Our attitude toward the State of Israel has 
not changed since the period when we fought for a just solution 
in the UN and sought to mobilize help [or Israel in the war 
which was forced upon her." Today we re-emphasize this: Our 
position has not changed at all! The .MORNING FREIHEIT has 
repeatedly stated that Israel was born thanks to the upsurge 
of the anti-imperialist forces after the second 'Vorld War, thanks 
to agreement between the U.S. and the Soviet Union (although 
'Vashington immediately tried to backtrack) and to the help from 
the socialist countries. The State of Israel was born in a prog­
ressive struggle o[ the people of Palestine with the help of for­
ward-looking· people everywhere. It was an important historic 
event in general and for the .Jews in particular. 'Ve unceasingly 
proclaim that "Israel is here to stay!"' It must be made clear to 
all the gTeat powers, and especially to the Arab states, that Israel 
is here and will stayl 

The MORNING FREIHEIT holds with the words of the greatest 
Jew of our time, Albert Einstein, who only three months before 
his death, in January 1955, set forth the following two points. 
(Letter to Maparn leader, Zvi Lurie.): J) Israel mllst be neutral 

between East and "Vest. 2) Discrimination against the Arab min­
ority in Israel must cease. ' ,Ve believe tha t as long as this advice 
is not followed there can be no solution [or Israel. The march 
into Egypt has worsencd the situation of Israel politically 
and economically. Israel's outlook [or peace with her neighbors 
has deteriorated as a resul t of the disastrous policy tha t "Israel 
is an outpost of the 'Vest" in Asia. For this is the "'Vest" which 
i~ so hated in Asia and Africa because of the terrible legacy 
it has left after generations of "civilized" rule; the "'Vest" which 
seeks only to exploit the wealth of the fonner colonial lands, 
leaving the people in privation and disease. 

The MORNING FREIHEIT was the only Yiddish newspaper in 
the U.S. which opposed the march of the Israeli army into 
Egypt, whether or not there was a previous understanding with 
British and French imperialism. Events have shown that the 
MORNING FREIHEIT was correct ill lIot allowing itself to be swept 
up by the hysteria and that its position was in the real interests 
of Israel. Events have shown, too, that we were correct in urging 

19 



Israel to follow a neutral policy, and that our struggle [or this 
policy was in the imerests of Israel. \Ve SlIpport the position 
of Dr. Nahum Goldmau n. President of the\Vorld Zionist Organ­
ization, who said in Septelnbcr 1956 in an interview with Drew 
Pearson th at the Israel gO\ernment must follow an active peace 
policy and that Israel mlJst become a part of a Middle East 
Federation. 

\Ve must recognize that the vital interests of Israel are not 
served by the cold war, as they are not for other countries, in­
cllJd ing our OW I1. T he Baghdad Pact W~IS set lip as a cold war 
measure. Iraq . T urkey and otlier countries rece ived shipments 
of arms rrom the ' Vest. T his impelled the socialist countries to 
reach agreements, ind\ld ing arms agreements, with Eg-ypt and 
Syria. An end to the Cold \ \Tar would mean the end also to 
mi1i ta ry pact~ ann a rms shipments to the Middle East. The 
influences slriv ing to inIlame hatreds between the Arab states 
and Israel would be at least part ially, if not completely. nullifle(l. 

T he 1\10RNII"G FREIIlEIT fights aga inst the Cold ·War. vVe 
support the s!ogall that NO ARMS AT ALL should be sent to 
the Middle East-not from the ' ''' est and not frarn the East. 

The Upsurge in Asia and Africa 
1: he Arab countries and a host o f other cou ntries- Algiers, 

1 w lis. l\'loroc(O, Egypt, hal!, Iran, Cyprus-a re engaged in a 
h istoric ~ tr llggle whic.lJ. began immed ia tely af ter ,,,Torld 'Var II. 
Th is lH(WClllent h as already brought iudependence to India, In­
donesia, Rurma and o ther CO li t1 tri es and led to bri.nging the 
State of Israel itself into existence. It is a figh t for national 
liberation, for independence. for <1 11 end to colon ialism ;Uld 
feuda lism. Il does not n eccssaTily follow tha t here and there the 
strugg-lc is no t distorted , Lh a t the ~tr'uggle i~ everywhere lec! hy 
the right people-whether i t be the Sultan of Morocco, the Arch­
bishop of Cyprus or N asser in Egypt. Nor does it mean, either, 
tha t we must not oppose a pernicious act or a perniciolls state­
Ill en t of tll is or tJlat leader. "But ne ither does it mean that if a 
leader is not LO our liking, we should take the side of the colonial 
oppressors or the oi l trLls tS. 

T HE :l\fORNlNG F RHH l' lT condem ned the acti on of the N asser 
~overnmcn t ag-aill Ls the Egyptian Jews. ' '''e have not ceased to 
demand tha t ow ' p:O\ernmcnt ll rge the U N to take steps to stop 
the attacks of th e Feu<I ) een. , ,\Then a short time ago the Sultan 
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of Morocco tried to void the agreemen ts concerning the emigra­
tion of Moroccan .Jews to Israel , we protested. "Moreover, the 
governments in Africa and .\sia are [ £II' [rom being consistently 
progressive or liberal. In some of the coulltr ies, strikes are pel'­
secuted, COlJl llllln ists and peace lighters genera lly a re jailed. Be­
cause of the backwardness iJl which tb ese lands were kept by Brit­
ish and French imperialism, t hey rio not h,l\ e a signifi ca nt proleta­
riat or e \ en a developed bourgcoisie. vVe are de11l ing here wi th a 
liberation movement in cou ntries which are only beginning to 
emerge from feudal ism. Tn lItis 1TI0\'ement thcre are various ele­
ments, some of whom are politically backwal"CL But th ere can be 
no doubt that the peoples of _'\sia and A frica are living through a 
historically progressive process. 'Vi thou t u nderstandin g of this 
process one cannot offer any solu tion [or Israel. 'Nhoever speaks 
in the nallle of I~racl, or l or the in terests of Israel and takes h is 
stand with the colonial oppressors or the oil trusts and tl1eir 
servants in Washington and agains t th e peoples of Asia and 
Africa, thereby underm ines the vi tal interests of Israel. 

Solidarity 01 Israel with the SlJ ugg]e against colonin lism, a 
Ilelltral Israeli foreign polin ' hetween E fl~ t and , ·Ves t while seek­
ing help from both- this will help create an atmosphere con­
ducive to peace between Israel and her neigh bors. Eliminating 
discrim in a tion against tbe Arabs inside 1 5rae l~and these d is­
criminations are a t th e roo t of the tenible tragedy in the village 
of Kasim on October 29, 1956- will also help create such an 
atmosphere. A readiness to n egot iate the problem of the A ral 
refugees and other issues will also help to create the basis lor 
peace, withou t wbich lsrael cannot exist. 

The i'{ORNlNC F RFlfH.l1 u'ics to moh ilize tlle Ill as,c~ for lIle 
above program. It calls u p on org:miza t ions and indivi<llla Is to 
<isk President Eisenhower to ins truct Ol11' d elegates at the UN to 
work for peace negoli,llion<; between I srael and h er ne ighbors. 

Aid to Israel 
The MOR~ING FIU;,Ull:IT favors aid to the State of Israel bO Ul 

IJY governments and by the people directly. T h is assisa tnce. how­
ever, must not be a mediu m for intcrference in the aIIairs of 
Israel politically or ecol1 omica ll ~', T his applies LO the aid given 
by United Jewish Appeal and otl lcr bod ies, which is being used 
to influence tbe political co urse o f the Israel government and 
directly to help parties and groups in Israel, " ' hile progressive 
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elements are discriminated against. Experience has shown that 
aid used fOJ' purposes of dictating to or influencing Israel politic­
ally and economically is no help at alL 

Projects of a humanitarian nature dererve to be supported. 
This is the case with Hadassah, whose medical services in Israel 
are given without discrimination. This is also true of that modest 
project, the Reuben Brainin Clinic, to be set up in one of the 
poorest sections of Jaffa on the basis of complete equality for 
the children of all the inhauitants. This is also the case with 
the Emma Lazarus Federation's assistance to the children's homes 
of the Tarbut Laam. 

Israel's situation following the march into Egypt has been 
severely worsened economically, politically and with respect to 
peaceful relations with her neighbors. Living' conditions of the 
masses are becoming more and more difficult. Attempts are being 
made to freeze wages while the cost of living rises. In addition 
to the usual taxes, which up to now have hit the workers hard­
est, new taxes, direct and indirect, have recently been instituted. 
Unemployment is rising and the worker over 50 is suffering par­
ticularly because he can not register with the unemployment 
uureaus. Politically, the invasion has brought Israel isolation in 
the international arena. The attacks of the fedayeen have not 
ceaseo. Israel needs the help of the Jewish masses in variolls ways. 
Most important now is to get 'Nashnigton to place before the 
UN the questions of putting a stop to the attacks of the fedayeen, 
of Israeli 's access to the Suez Canal and of peace negotiations. 

"Ve express our solidarity with the people of Israel! "Ve 
should not forget that in the past the masses in Israel have given 
a relatively verye high number of signatures to peace petitions. 
Representatives of various Israel parties participated in the 
'Vorld Conference against German rearmament and in other 
united actions. lVe have faith that the Israeli people will find a 
solution to its difficult problems and will find a path to security 
and real independence in a world at peace. The fig'ht of the 
American people, of all of us, for peace and an end to the Cold 
"Var, is one of the most effective ways of helping the State of 
IsraeL 

Problems of the Jewish People 
'Ve are interested in the people of the State of Israel becanse 

we are interested in all peoples and in their strivings for peace­
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[ul development. But Israel is of especial concern to us because 
we believe that its establishment was and is an event of great 
historic significance in general and for the Jewish people in par­
ticular. \lVe are interested in the State of Israel because we are 
concerned about the Jewish people everywhere. 

The MORNINC .FRI::lHEIT always was £Iud still is opposed to the 
nationalism which seeks to separate the Jewish masses from the 
masses of other peoples. Hence its principled opposition to Zion­
ism, which tries to keep the attention of the Jewish people 
riveted almost exclusively 011 Israel. \Ve oppose the chauvinism 
of the Revisionists, the Herta and others. 'We are international­
ists and see in brotherhood between Jews and other peoples, 
between American Jews and the American masses, a stage on the 
way to a solution to Jewish yuestions. But Jewish yuestions 
concern us wherever they arise. \Ve are against nationalism, but 
we are fO)' the national interests of the Jewish people. 

The Jews are a nation only in Israel, because "nation" is 
a political-economic-territorial concept. American Jews are a 
part of the American nation. They are organically connected 
with its political and economic development, the problems and 
the struggles of America. The Jews helped to build America, 
they made sacrifices for it in the Revolutionary War, in the 
Civil vVar, in all its conflicts. America is the country of all who 
live in it, including the Jews. But American Jews are interested 
in the life of Jews in other countries because there is a JEWISH 
PEOPLE throughout the world- not a nation, but a people­
which is related through history and tradition (especially the 
progressive, freedom-striving traditions), culture (Yiddish and 
Hebrew), and by the persecutions and discriminations which 
Jews have undergone. Religion is a factor among many Jews. 

vVe are truly interested in the life of Jews-in Israel, in Egypt, 
in Tunis, in France, in Argentina, in Canada, in all the capital­
ist countries, as well as in the Soviet Union, Poland, and other 
socialist countries. 'Vhen Jews are deprived of their political or 
cultural right we react to it keenly as fighters for justice for all 
peoples. But as part of the Jewish People, we feel it especially 
as Jews. vVe are directly interested in the development of Jewish 
culture, especially progressive culture, among the Jewish masses 
everywhere, and every achievement in this field is also our 
achievement. 

THE MORNING FREIHEIT supports the activities of Jews of 

23 



various lanus ill lite hght against anti-Selnitisrn, or against the 
ream l<lll tell t (JL G erman) , or ill the meetings to honor the memory 
of the G IICIlO l.ier oes and the SLX million Jews who perished in the 
war . We slIpP'Jn the lI uileJ cilorts of Jews throughout the world 
to builu Jewish culture. \ \ie arc in favor of continuous cultural 
(lXGlallge bet.ween Jev.'s of various coun tries. 

Yiddish Culture in t he Soviet Union 
"Vlleu n :gLtlar Colltact was established during the last war 

between J ews of the Soviet U nion and J ews in the U.S., we 
regarded th is as an important develop ment in Jewish life and in 
Lhe build ing of progressi\e J ewish culture. American-Yiddish 
culture, especiall y liter<ltu re, was born here and "grew up" here. 
Ru t its classical writers llud e their voices heard in pre-czarist 
Russia and ",ere in t urn in ll uenced by the classicists of Russian 
Litem ture. The upswi ng o[ Yiddish literature in Russia both 
before and ttl ter the Sovie t revolution further influenced and 
encow 'aged cultulalwOl'kers here. The ties established lJetween 
Soviet and American Jewish cultural figures were of great signif­
ican ce for the developmcl1t of progressive Yiddish culture in 
AmCl'il;a and were also a n il1lportan t element in the cultural 
re l ati o fl~hips be tween tht: p~oples of Anlerica and the Soviet 
Union. 

Jewi~h Cul LLU'a l workers in America, especially the progres­
si\'es, were hanl h it wh en in November 19'18 the J ewish Anti­
Fa,uq COlll lllittee an d its publication ElNlGKEIT were sudden­
ly shut dOWI1 , ,\l fi rsl the alTair seemed to be a misunderstanding, 
Lh c lI :1 jlllil lc and laLer, a ~ the yea rs passed, an inexplicable 
lligh tIWl n. "\ 11 attempts by org';min tions or individuals to find 
out wha t had happened were u llsllccessful. O m inous reports 
kept ('oll Jing (rom sources which h ad been n otorious for their 
!:tlJl'ici tions .- On the OLli e I' ltamL reports kept o"opping up that 
this 01' th'l ! Yid<lish writer had been "seen " somewhere, but the 
nightm an~ ",a,s no t dispelled. \\Th at really happe ned we did not 
know. 

At lhe c nd of December 1955 a no tice ap peared in the LIT­
ERATURl\'AYA GAZETA a bout a commission charged with 
puhli sbi ll,l4 the "heritage" of Per etz M arkish. This was the first 
~ho(king' inlimation that the gtea t poet was gone. But the com­
ple te pictm e was llot ye t d eaf. "'hen Lhe F OLKS-SHTI:ME on 
April 4, 19!5G publiShed the article, "Our Pain and our Consola­
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tion," the terrible tru th was rc\ ea leeL It SllOUld be said here that 
the action of the 'FOLK.,)-SH I CME was o f his torical import­
ance. It would certain ly ha ve been be tter if the truth, no m a t­
ter how terrible, had been reveaJcd op enly and dearly by the 
Soviet Union. THE FOL KS-SH"II?\1E FUL FILLED Ai'\)' 1'\-1­
PORTAN T FU NCTION. 

Hundreds of Millions in the Same Situation 
This article was p ublished after the 20th Congress of the 

Soviet Communist Parl)' h ad disclosed before the entire world 
something of which friends in the .soviet Union, hund reds o[ 
millions of them, had ha d no idea. Friends of J ewish culture, 
who in their justifiable angllish accllsed this or that p erson that 
he "knew and kept quiet," should bear this in m ind. \Ve are 
here not only de;lling with llni u~t accusatiOTls or defense of 
anybody. It is a qusetion of correctly un derstanding- th e tru th 
of the m a ter. 

It is true, after all, that hundreds of millions of peop le, in­
cluding party leaders and SOIllC of tlie m oSt im porta1lt people i n 
the intellectual world had had no idea of Ihe (Times committed 
against vari01ls S(n iet people), in cl u dill g Ule Russia n people, 
who lost party 1eaders, M arx ist theoreticians , army commanders, 
writers and th i1lkers. Jf~w jsh progressi, e leaders ill America 
were no less ignoralll of tIle facts than th e pl'ogres~ i ve leaders o( 
other coun tries, 

Now that we know wh) tll('~e th ing' h appen ed amI tha t the 
20th Congress has led to a new a pproach l)y friends of tIle Soviet 
Union toward C]tlest ions dealing ,li th Sodali~ t countries, one 
feels a painful regre t a t lnving kept q ll iet. and Tlot fol lowing up 
inquiries that weI'/? made with openly expressed q uestions and 
requests. Tn the ligh t of w11a t we know now. the silence r eallv 
cloes look crimin al. BUl w c mll~ t c.on clllde that it is. to put it 
mil<lly. not realis tic to decide now. in the 1ight of the presen t 
situation and onr present knowledge. how we should have acted 
then. when the si t ll ation was d ifleren t and when we si mply could 
,wi believe that such crimes were possihle. This is not an excuse. 
but rather, it seems to m e . a re aJj ~tic view. Tn the previous si t , 
uation, not onl v leaders an n active workers tried not to play into 
the hancls of tbe w;Lrm on,g-crs. the people themselves who 'were 
friends 01' the Soviet Union and fig-hters for peace looked wifh 
suspicion upon th me who in any 'way added fuel to the Cold W :lr. 
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The Discussion in the Morning Freiheit 
How did the MORNING FREIHEIT react when the Folks-shtime 

article appeared? There were some who, though shaken by the 
facts and aware that a great tragedy had occurred, did not wish 
to see the Cold War specialists and the professional enemies of 
the Soviet Union make capital out of it. They maintained that 
defense of the socialist countries was still their main task and ex­
pression of their pain too openly would place these collntries 
under a shadow. When the l'vloRNING FREIHEIT printed its first 
editorial about Khrushchev's secret speech and pointed out that 
he had failed to mention the complete destruction of Yiddish 
culture, advocates of that position disagreed with us. They 
looked askance, too, at our publication of Khrushchev's speech 
on the period of Stalin's "one-man rule." 

Others maintained that only an outcry of anguish and con­
demnation should be heard. They did not understand that what 
had happened was a cataclysm which had hit many peoples and 
which the 20th Congress was trying to remedy. They refused to 
acknowledge that the Cold ''\Tar had much to do with the crimes. 
They refused to see tha t these were really crimes against socialism. 
They gave vent to their pain and refused to be consoled by the 
consolation which FOLKS-SHTIME itself had pointed out. 

The Khrushchev speech and the article in the Folks-shtime 
were a terrible shock-especially to progressives. Their aftermath 
bore the danger of demoralization, of despair. Capitulation to 
these feelings would have hampered the struggle for remedial 
action and would have undermined Jewish cultural work here. 
The perpetual enemies of peace saw their opportunity and 
opened a new offensive. How did the MORNlNG FREIHEIT act in 
this critical situation? 

It voiced the anguish of the Jewish masses-the anguish of all 
of liS. It criticized, made demands. It g'ave a full picture of what 
had happened, printed many articles by its own writers and 
those of other countries, which explained what had happened 
and what could be expected. The building of Yiddish culture in 
Poland and Rumania were held lip as living proof that not 
socialism was guilty of these crimes against the Jewish people, 
hut that these were crimes ag'ainst socialism; that what had 
happened was a distortion of the sOllnd Soviet solution of the 
national and the Jewish question. 
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The paper called on its readers to express their opinions and 
their feelings. In the entire history of the paper there was never 

before such a strealll 01 letters-and everything' was printed. 
Thereby the people were not only given an opportunity to say 
what was in their hearts, but to be themselves a factor in the 
movement lor rehabilitation alld reconstruction. 

It was for this-rehabilitation and reconstruction- that the 
yIORNING FREIHEIT began a struggle which, while it does not 
stifle the pain, does not overlook the consolation. vVe remembered 
the words of the Folks-shtime that the 20th Congress "gave the 
signal to root out the cult of the individual, the source 01 the 
distortion," and that the Congress thereby "justified the profound 
hope and conviction of the masses in the victory of Leninist 
truth." 

Did we follow the correct approach to this historically traglL 
and historically important matter? I think we did. 

Attitude Toward the Soviet Union 
The 20th Congress and subsequent developments, the rev­

elations about the Yiddish writers and the crimes against the 
various Soviet peoples taught us on the l'vIoRNING FREIHEIT, 
tog'ether with masses of people here and in other countries, a 
historic lesson. In certain respects a new attitude was taken 
toward the Soviet Union and the Socialist countries. In what 
does this consist? 

Before this g uestioll can be a llswered, one must first make 
clear, it seems to me, whence came our continual positiv e atti­
tude to those countries? First , from the fact that ,ve are followers 
of socialism. It was only natural that countries which were build­
ing socialism should have our sympathy and that we should 
constantly seek to acquaint Ollr readers with this great forward 
development ill the history of mankind. This was the special role 
of the MORMNG FREIHEIT durillg all this time. 

Second, our positive attitllde to the socialist countries stemmed 
from Ollr recog-nition-together with hundreds of millions of 
others-that they were a force for peace. In the sense that we 
were-and are-convinced that socialism does not need to seize 
markets and has 110 in/crest in Profits in armaments, we do not 
doubt that these coun tries represent a great force for peace. 

It can be firmly stated, we believe, that in both these respects 
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the M ORN ING FREIHICll wa~ and remain> correct. Socialism eer· 
L<Lil1ly re« :ived a blow beca use 01 the errors and crimes, but the 
socialist base has r~lIla ill ecl. It can be said tha t socialism is now 
going through a IJeriuJ of soul-searching, of correcting errors 
though th is dues Hot happeu as quickly as one lllight wish. But 
the soci'l lhL ba;,c lHI!> rClIlaillee! . . \ lId when events in Hungary 
reached a point where that colln lfYmight not only have returnee! 
to capiwlis lll , bur migh t also have become a base for fascism 
ancl war, the socia1t~t wo11£1 die! not allow this to happen. There­
fore the MORN l1'iG Flti..lllli lT evaluated tIle events in Hungary 
differently [rom other Yie!dish ne \\'spapers, althoug'h it recog­
nized, and still lloes, that the beginning 01 the struggle of the 
Hungariml Dlas~es, also one against errors and crimes, was 
. ustified. 

As far as peace is concerned, Lhe fi ght of the Soviet Union 
through the year,:, for a "Big Fou r Conference," [or the Geneva 
spirit, has pTovidcd and co ntin uC5 to provide proof of the role 
of the socialist countr ies in securing the peace. The MORNING 

FREllf£IT, " hich views peace as tbe cerro-al prohlem of our time, 
can only take a pO~i li vc atti Lude IOwaI'd th.is role. 

What has changed, theil , in the attitude of the M OW'HNG 

FRli.lm:1T? It is th is. While we remain follower, of socialism and 
f i~hters for peace, we 110 longer cl o~e our eye5 to errors or posi­
tions \\ hich seem to tl ~ incorrec t. Since we now know what bad 
ilappened . we da re no l be si lent when th ings happen 11011' wh ich 
.lI e incomprehensihle or with which we can no t agree. 

l n deed, we were uot J Uly hound t.o remain si lent before, 
eith er ! No o ne forced 11';1 T he MORNING FRElllF 1T is an independ­
ent pmgTessive yjdd i ~h newspaper. H owever, we shared the 
upin iol1 of progressi\'cs throughou t the world that in the interests 
Ill' world peace, cert:1 in things III list he overlooked in order not 
10 play illto th e hands of tb e war-makers. After the revelations of 
the 20th Coogress, it is now clear that this was not a correct 
,1pp roach . lh:n the fi ght for peace was not helped in this way. 

Now we offer criticis m when criticism is wan anted-in a 
consLru ctive man ner. \\re made such CIiticism when, in our 
opinion. the Soviet leaders did not act correctly in relation to 
Israel. \,Ve a LtribLlLe thi s also to erro rs on the national and Jewish 
qu est ions. In connection wilh the q uestion of Jewish culture it 
can r ightly be charged tha t 'we d id not op pose the " theories" 
or the "iJl tegra tion" of J ews which were used to justify the 
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disappearance of Yiddish cul ture in the Soviet U nio11. This mis­
take we must recognize. But it shou ld be recognized that neiilier 
d id we support this theory We deliberately refrained from such 
support. No one in the lcae!ership o[ ilie MORN1~G .FRE LHEIT in 
recent years has been a follower of these fa lse " theories." 

No matter how many Jews in the USSR are integratee! 
with RU$siau or other cul tures, great numbers remain who 
w,Ult Yidd ish culture, as the recent Yiddish concerts in the 
Soviet Union show. The su ppres~ion of the urge of Jews to 

pursue th is culture is no t "integration" but forced assimilation. 
And fu r ther, just as :\merican Jews who read and speak English 
do not lose interest iu Jewish affa irs an d in Jew~ of other coun­
tries, so Soviet J ews do not lose theirs . The sllPpression of the 
possibility o[ expressillg this interest can only Ieed nationalism 
among them. Insofar as the syn agogue is still thc only Jewish 
institution in the Soviet Union, this situ a ti oTI feeds nationalism. 

'Ve have published a numher of ar t icles on this ques tion and 
we shall cOlltinue, in the spiri t of cOllStrllctive criticism, to 
further clarify our positiun. \Ve are urg ing a correC1. approach to 
the national question, a re turn to the hea lth ) "oviet pract ice 
in effect from 19 L7 to the mill-thirties. 'V(' believe that ours 
is not a "voice crying in the wiJdemc~~ . " I II Ihi s period o f soul­
searching and correction in the soci alist coull tr ies, const\ uctiv 
criticisrn is not onJy wanted ; it is needed .. \\'e ll a\'e by no means 
given up the hope Lha t Lhese errors wi ll be corrcctc(l. And the 
Soviet Jews rhemscl\'es will he a [actor i ll the correclion, together 
with other Soviet peoples who were vicrimi,l;ed. 

What Kind of a Paper Is the Morning Freiheit? 
In our report to th e M OR:-I ING F REIH EIT con vention Ji ve years 

ago we stated: "T he MOR~lNC f R£lIuTr is a progressive J ewish 
worker's and people's paper. a consistf'nt a n t i-fas cist news paper 
which ex presses the interests of broad sect ions o f AmeTican Jews 
of various tendencies." T ile exper iences of the b st fi \'e years have 
fortifi ed Lh is view. T he struggle against ~ llli·Semi tislTl. agains t 
German rearmamen t, which only the MOR~TNG FRElf-LH 1', of the 
entire Yiddish press, canied on, and the fi ght [or peace and tbe 
security of our Un ited States 01 America an (l Lhe efforts to 
secure the Slate of ]srac1, is not the struggle of a faction, but or: 
Lhe entire people. 

The MORN1N G F1~EIIl£J'J' is a progress ive, ilHlcpemlent .J ewi.~h 
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worker's and people's paper. The only ones who control it are 
the represelltati,·es of the broad Jewish masses . \Ve are indebted 
to 110 one hut thelll. Our approach to political and other questions 
is formulated at meetings of the editorial staff every morning by 
a free, colllraciely exchange of opinions. The editorial staff is 
the body which formulates the approach to variolls problems as 
they are presented ill the MORNING FREIHEIT. 

III the discllssion around the 20th Congress and Yiddish cul­
I.me in the Soviet Union llIany varying opinions were expressed, 
oftell quite sharply. 1t is the intention of the :MORNING FREIHEIT 
to continue to publish such letters and articles whether the 
editors agree with them or not. As long as they help to clarify 
important problems they have a place in our paper. The MORN­
ING FREIHEIT is not limited to expressing the views of any single 
group-it is the paper of the broad Jewish masses. 

At 0111' convention five years ago we further stated: "The 
:MORNING FREIHEIT seeks to unite Jews of various beliefs in strug­
gles for peace and justice, to build a healthy Jewish life, to build 
Jewish culture ill accord with our classical traditions, and to 
guarantee a demonatic, independent and prosperous State of 
Israel." \Ve ,hall remain true to these pledges. \Ve shall carryon 
our work so as to further eyery opportunity for an ever-broader 
lIll i ty in the in tcrests of the people. 

The manner in which the MORNING FREIHEIT tries to clarify 
the questions of the day has certainly established this 
approach. This does not mean that we make no mistakes or that 
occasionally an improper toile will not slip in. It is also true, 
unfortunately, that indigenous American Jewish problems are 
not adequately treated in our paper. \'Ve do not sufficiently 
acquaint our readers with the activit.ies of the American Jewish 
Congress, Hadassab, B'nai B' rith and other important American 
Jewish organizations. \ ,Ve have already mentioned the weakening 
of our ties with the workers in the shops and unions_ There is 
not enoug'h reportage .in the :MORNING FREIBElT. Certain Amer­
ican problems are not properly handled. But, it seems to me that, 
generally speaking, the MORNING FREIHEIT has followed a line of 
policy which can best serve the broad Jewish masses. 

There was the assignment of our Managing Editor, 1. Freed, 
to cover the \Vorld Jewish Conference against German Rearma­
ment, held in Paris in 1955. The MORNING FREIHEIT was the only 
Yiddish newspaper that reported this important conference. At 
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the end of 1955 our colleague N. Buchwald (now deceased) 
travelled to vVestern Europe and Israel and sent us back reports 
of great interest to the Jewish public. In May 1956 our manager, 
Chaim Suler, visited the Soviet Union and was the first represen­
tative of an American newspaper since the tragic events of 1948 
to meet with Soviet Yiddish writers 

Writers from the Soviet Union, Poland, Israel, France 
The MORNING FREIHEIT is not only the sole Yiddish newspaper 

in the U.S. which fights constructively for the rebuilding of 
Yiddish culture in the Soviet Union, but it is also the only one 
which brings the creative work of living Jewish writers in the 
Soviet Union to the Jewish reading public, just as it was the 
only one in previous years to print the work of those writers who 
were executed. Since last summer we printed articles, poems, and 
stories by S. Balkin, Noah Luria, A. Gonter, J. Platner, Z. Ven­
droff, M. Belenki, I. Serebreni, H. Poliankcr, A. Cahan, S. Rabin­
owich, I. Katznelson and others. And although we are far from 
satisfied with developments thus far, it is important that the 
Jewish public should know about them. Such events as the 
revival of Yiddish concerts in Moscow, the Illany Sholem Alei­
chem celebrations, cultt;ral activity in Biro-Bidjan, are not only 
interesting in themselves, but represent important beginnings. 
The MORNING FRFIHFrT is also the only Yiddish newspaper in 
the U.S. which informs its readers about Jewish cultural life in 
Poland and Rumania. 

New Readers-a Vital Question 

Of course, the daily ''lork of the paper falls upon the editor­
ial staff. As you know, the work has become more difficult. The 
staff has been cut to the bone. 'Ve suffered a severe and bitter 
loss in the death of our colleague N. Buchwald. The editorial 
staff is overburdened with assignments. Nevertheless, by and large, 
it is fulfilling its duties. 

\Ve must remember, however, that the WIORNING FREIHEIT is 
published not because there is a gTOUp of zealots who carry out 
their duties under severe difficulties. It is published because 
large masses of Jews in America are determined to maintain it. 
It is not published by caprice, but because the people need it. 
That is why great masses of Jews of the United States have dur­
ing the thirty five years of its existence contributed literally mil­
lions of dollars to keep it going. That is why they are now en­
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gaged ill a mass campaign lor a fund of .~l?oO.OOO to cover the 
deficit of the MORNT~(; F RF lIl Hr for the year of 1957. 

For thirt" five years it h as been like that-and for thirty five 
years the M ORI\I!\:G F RE lITEIT has sought to fulfill the role it has 
been assigned to by the Je1l'i~h masses wlIen it was established, 
on April z, 192Z. For thirty five years it has been in the service 
of the people. 

'-'Ire aTe now engaged in another campaign which to a certain 
d egree is even more important lhan the financial drive. That is 
th e campaign for readers-readers of the paper every day and 
l eaders of the week-end edition and its English page. 

' Vithout steady ron tan with the :MORNING FRI::IJ-It:1T it is im­
possible for progressive .Jews to be adequately acquainted with 
Jewish problems! 

The 35th aWliversary of the MORN ING :FREIHEIT is an occasion 
for joyful celebration ilnd (or serious reflection. Let everything 
he done to strengthen the l\ IORi'\l NC FRFIIIEIT in the struggle for 
peace, in thc figlll aga inst ;:lIti·Sem itism an d all forms of racism, ~ 
in tbe bl1ilding or a hc<dth y .Jc·wish commun ity in this country 
and ill the struggle lor the preservatio n of the State of Israel. 
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